
seem  that  Shakespeare himself: was perfectly well  aware  that at least some

reports  about  Richard circulatmg in his own day were fabrications  given  a
spurious authenticity.

Book Reviews

THE  ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY  OF  KING’S COLLEGE CHAPEL,
AND ITS  PLACE  IN THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  LATE GOTHIC
ARCHITECTURE  IN  ENGLAND  AND  FRANCE.  Francis Woodman.
Routledge  & Kegan Paul, London, Boston  and  Henley.  £50.00.

In  a  sense, Cambridge’s  singular  King’s College  could be plural  Kings’ College,
since five sovereigns  paid  for its chief  monument, some  more  and  some  less
willingly. But the  apostrophe’s  place is more  basic  than that.  Queens’ College
Cambridge had  more than  one founder, Queen’s  College Oxford had one.
King’s  College Cambridge had but one founder, Henry VI in 1441. He
commissioned its  great chapel  (to  succeed a  smaller one) in  1448.

After the  eclipse  of Henry VI in  1461, funds  for building works ran low.
Eventually Edward IV, late in his reign, granted  funds to continue work on the
chapel. Richard III in his brief time ‘committed himself fervently to the  chapel’,
Ricardians will be glad to  know.  Henry VII, with building works  at Windsor
and Westminster, ignored Cambridge for more  than twenty years, until  late  in
life his  interest  in the great unfinished chapel was kindled so  that  work could be
slowly resumed with  grants  from the Crown. After his  death  a  bequest  from his
estate  ensured completion of structure, roofed but unvaulted. And  then  the
great  vault was made under agreement  with  the late King’s  executors.
Thereafter, with no money for glazing or paving or fittings, the  college  appealed
to Henry VIII, so  that  gradually with Crown  money these were  added in the last
decades  before  the Reformation. The high altar for this late-medieval
foundation was set up only in 1544.  Overtones  reverberated from the  great  vault
in  more  than four centuries  of glorious  singing have  been totally Anglican.
Because  the  chapel, though  royally endowed, has  been  the private property of
the  college, it suffered  less  zealous damage by reformers  than  cathedrals  and
parish churches did.

Architects, especially the final one, are the real heroes of  this narrative.  Dr.
Woodman  tells  it, in command of the documents, with  a  continuous sense  of

their local and national background, political and architectural. He maps out a
series of building campaigns.  Here  let the reviewer  protest that  these  are not
made easier to decipher by burial of the  basic  numbered plan,  referred  to
throughout  the  text, on  page  43 in the  midst  of documentary discussion, rather
than, say, opposite  the first page of chapter  one,  so dividing that  further from
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the introdubtion. Wherever it is, such  a  plan needs  a  bookmark  —  or,  inia  £50
book, perhaps a pull-out plan  —  for constant reference. It is hard for an author
soaked  in his subject to put himself in the reader's  place;  it is the publisher's
business to do so.

There were four mason-architects here: Reginald Ely, 1448-71 (though  no
accounts survive from this period to prove him the original designer);-John
Wolryche, c.1471-7; Simon Clerk, 1477-89; and  John  Wastell, 1508-15, the
designer of the great vault (contracts 1512). Dr. Woodman  allots  earlier
preparations for  a vault  as follows.  Vaulting was mentioned in Henry VI’s  .Will
and Intent for the chapel in  1448, doubtless with the Sainte Chapelle in Paris
and St. Stephen’s at Westminster in mind. We  can’t  be sure how Ely meant to
deal with it, the form and level of corbelled vault supports at the east end may or
may not have been Wolryche revising Ely. Then, still during Wolryche’s time,
plans for a vault may have been abandoned entirely for lack of  money, with  a
compromise in overall height. With the arrival of new  funds  and  a  new architect
in  1477, a high  vault was once again intended. Simon Clerk had just been
superintending the high vaulting of the  abbey church  at Bury St. Edmunds.
Woodman’s  analysis of his insertion of a buttressing wall-passage at  King’s, and
his preparations seemingly for a lierne vault as at Norwich Cathedral or Ely
Lady Chapel is extremely interesting. The fan-vaulting we see at  King’s  was
Wastell’s, coming there from his work at Canterbury. Woodman analyses the
inspiration and construction of  this  ‘best-planned, best-cut and  best-executed
stone vault m England’ in persuasive detail.

One unused element of the  King’s  design, formerly assigned to  1448,
Woodman firmly moves to the brief reign of Richard  III:  the bell- tower drawing
at the British Museum, although Colvin has pointed out  that  the  paper‘s
watermark is usually accepted as sixteenth century. Stylistically, the drawing
certainly seems to come from Simon Clerk in  just  about 1485. The idea of  a  free-
standing imposing tower  beside the chapel  would  have celebrated the Crown’s
intention to complete the  whole  project; if so, the idea fell at Bosworth Field.

The scholarly book on one great  single  building, demanding attention not
only from building-historians but  from  all historians of its period, and.hoping
for readers  among admirers and habitués of the building, if not the amorphous
general reader, is  a  praiseworthy enterprise for  a  good publisher  such  as
Routledge is. This particular world—famous building and the  author’s  intelligent
treatment  of it deserved  a  little better in the way of production, especially where
a  small edition apparently required  such  a purchase price. Although a curious
advertisement in one of the literary periodicals promised 209 illustrations (there
are 189) and four colour plates (none in the  book  though  two  nice  ones on the
jacket), we  won't  complain about that. But in quality of reproduction, the
illustrations (many of which are interesting and seem to-come from clear
photographs) with some exceptions are rather woolly and so do not always
support the author’s arguments. Another  sort  of woolliness is imperfect
proofreading, perhaps too few people assigned to it, as no one or two human
pairs of eyes alone  ever  can  catch  everything. Printer’s proof ill-read can be
humbling, as proof of  human  fallibility, such as the maker of the best-cut vault
in England  wouldn‘t  have  tolerated for one minute.

PRlSClLLA  METCALF
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THE  CELYS  AND  THEIR WORLD.  AN  ENGLISH MERCHANT
FAMILY  OF THE  FIFTEENTH CENTURY.  Alison Hanham.  1986.
Cambridge University Press, £35.

Cambridge University Press has indulged Dr.  Hanham  with 472 pages in which
to discourse  about  the Celys and all their concerns. Although Dr. Hanham only
once admits  that  she could not resist extensive quotation (pp.260-3) one  feels
that her resistance was low freqently throughout  the  book.  This is not to carp
but merely to wonder at such indulgence and liberality in the  often  myopic,
profit orientated world of publishing, while not forgetting the £35 price tag.
There is much to be grateful for in this book. Dr. Hanham minutely dissects the
Cely papers and  extracts  and explains every scrap of information in them. The
book  is the result of years of research since her edition of the  Cely Letters,  only
a  small portion of the Cely collection, for the Early English  Text  Society in
1975, years which have also produced  a  number of articles on particular aspects
of  those  researches. From both letters and papers Dr. Hanham gives many and
extensive  extracts  in modern spelling for which the  reader must  be grateful as
Cely spelling was unique and the younger Richard's marvellous.

The Celys were wool staplers of  Calais  with  a  house  in Mark Lane,
London, a country estate  in  Essex  (where they incurred the malevolent
attentions of the Brandon family, pp.76—7) and  contacts  throughout the wool
growing area of the Cotswolds and the great fairs and towns of the Low
Countries and Northern France. The period covered is  6.1473  to 1489. The
letters were preserved first because George, the younger of the Cely brothers,
was  a  boarder, and second because  a  law  suit  over his partnership with  his
brother Richard, brought by Richard against George‘s widow, placed all the
papers in Chancery as  exhibits, and there they remained.

The Cely papers are of prime importance for understanding the activities of
the Calais Merchant Staplers, the merchants who exported wool from England,
via the Staple town of Calais, and sold it to the rest of Europe. Dr.  Hanham
discusses their members, administration, organisation  and the overlapping of
their business and membership with the Mercers and Merchant Adventurers in
particular. The results are inevitably meagre, because the surviving records of
the Company of the Staple are minimal, but invaluable. One subject not
undertaken is the precise relationship of the Staple Company to the freedom of
London. Most staplers were also Mercers, Grocers, etc., and thereby citizens of
London but Richard Cely the elder is described as citizen of London and
merchant of the Calais Staple (p.3) —  was being a  Stapler enough to secure him
the London freedom or was he  also  a  member of  a  London Company? Other
Staplers were not citizens of London and must have operated within that
limitation. Most of Dr. Hanham’s interesting details are on the mechanics of the
wool trade from sorting types  of  wool, weighing the sarplers at Leadenhall (how
did you manhandle a sarpler weighing up to  1000 lbs.?), to selling in a confusing
number of continental currencies, stripping wool off the fells, the niceties of the
long hundred and calculating customs dues  and fractions in Roman numerals.
Such are the necessary paraphernalia and fascinations of the archivist, the
historian of trade and anyone interested in medieval life.

The subjects referred to by the Celys outside their trade are infinitely varied
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and it must be sufficient to note that Dr.  Hanham  analyses their living expenses
in London, including a  vast  quantity of beer and  a  dry-cleaning bill (p. 333), and

-that  she contributes to the  recent  research on epidemics with- new material on
'  sicknesses m  1479  and 1487. As for Richard  III, Dr. Hanham makes  a  start on

the unwritten commercial history of his reign as regards wool and cloth and the
defence of Calais by Sir James Tyrell. On a more personal  note, George  Cely
had a balas or spinel ruby with five pendant pearls ‘of King Richard‘ worth £100
but how he had it is not known. He may have acquired it as a pledge for a loan,
perhaps  that  at the end of  1483-4  raised 1n London _when much  plat; and jewels
changed  hands. Dr.  Hanham  mentions no possibility of an association with the
King for trade or diplomacy or of a gift, and a £100 gift  does  sound unlikely.

The personalities of the letter writers give some  unity to the  book, the Celys
being a more likeable lot than the  Pastons, and their  vivid  phraseology enlivens
many of the pages: when  they spoke  of ‘much heaving’ between  the Staplers and
the royal council were they thinking 1n  terms  of the angry motion  of the sea or a
tug of war? ~

An exhausging, exhaustive and useful  book, also one to be Qipped into for
an anecdote. It 1s pity that  the 472  page; do not include a full bibliography and I
would  have appreciated  a  map of Calais and its territories and its trade routes to
the fairs and  towns  of the Low Countries. There 1s an excellent index. --

. ANNE  F.  SUTrON
u  A

'  .

r

CROWN HOUSEHOLD  AND  PARLIAMENT  IN THE  FIFTEENTH
CENTURY.  A. R. Myers. Edited Cecil H. Clough. Introduction by R. B.
Dobson.- 1985. Hambledon Press, £24. Special price  of £15 to  members  (p. +p.
included) from the publisher, Hambledon Press, 35 Gloucester Avenue, London
NW1 7AX. Overseas members add  £1.50  for postage.

This volume gathers  together  all the major articles of the late A. R. Myers. The
pie_ces span over forty years, but have dated remarkably little. As Barrie  Dobson
points out in his judicious introduction to the collection, Myers’ interest lay
rather 1n documentation than polemic, and this has ensured  that  his work has
lasted rather better  than  more deliberately controversial pieces. Even the two
articles on the developing role  of the  Commons  1n the fifteenth century, which
were intended as  a  rebuttal of  - received wisdom, are based on an analysis of the
extant  parligmentary petitions which will remain of value even if the detail of
Myers’ own interpretation is challenged.  Most  of the articles reprinted here are,
in fact, editions of texts, including a  major group of household accounts and
ordinances which complement Myers’ edition of the  Black  Book  of Edward IV
and which are essential reading for anyone interested in the organization of the
late-medieval household. They consist of accounts of three fifteenth- -century
gueens: Joan of Navarre, Margaret of Anjou and Elizabeth Woodville, togethgr
with the  1445  household ordinances of Henry VI which Myers later reprinted 1n
the  Black  Book.  All are  also  of more general interest, although the  accounts  are
in Latin  and, in spite of  Myers’ very full notes, much of the detail is inevitably
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lost to the non-Latinist. The accounts of Queen Joan are perhaps the  most
immediately appealing, offering intriguing glimpses of her life-style,  such  as her
possession of a silver-gilt clock. The  accounts  of Margaret and Elizabeth are less
informative in  this  respect, although for Queen Margaret the deficiency is partly
made  good  by the  account  of her master of the jewels with its list of sumptuous
New Year’s gifts.  Both  the later accounts do, however, shed important light on
the personnel of the Queens’ households.

The volume’s other contents are more disparate. The parliamentary theme
is pursued with two accounts of a  Lords’ debate of  1449  con'cerning the
possibility of sending an army to France. There is also a letter of Richard
Neville, Earl of Warwick to Louis XI which confirms the pro-French policy
adopted during the Readeption of Henry VI. Particularly welcome is a reprint
of Myers’ edition of the minutes of the Duchy of Lancaster council on their
progress through Lancashire and Cheshire in 1476. This provides dramatic
evidence of what Edward  IV’s  administrative reforms could mean in practice,
with the councillors surveying duchy property, chasing arrears and pinpointing
waste. It is also  a  reminder of what extremely rich material survives in the duchy
archives, most of which remains under-used. The council minutes .from which
Myers  took  his  text, for instance, include a similar report on the council's
progress through Yorkshire, which has never been published.

The volume also contains Myers’ article on ‘Richard III and Historical
Tradition’, although, sadly, not his article on  ‘The  Character of Richard  III’
which was in a sense its companion piece. These remain outstanding examples
of the middle of the  road  approach to the  vexed  question of Richard’s
personality and how perceptions of it have been shaped by later writing. But
Myers himself was conscious  that  views had not only changed  radically in the
past but would go on doing so, and it is interesting to see how far attitudes  have
shifted  since  1968, when  the article reprinted here first appeared. In  many
respects the answer seems to be not much. Myers’ careful assessment of what
happened in the reign would still command widespread support, while his
survey of the historiography of the reign has been challenged only in points of
detail. Sir George Buck's reputation as  a  historian has been rescued by the
efforts of A. N. Kincaid, for instance, although many of Myers' comments on
Buck’s  approach to the  subject  remain valid. But there has perhaps  been  a
change of attitude among those  whom Myers characterized as academic
historians.  With hindsight, Myers' two articles seem to mark the  high  point of
professional sympathy for Richard  III.  The  ’70s  and early '805  brought a
number of works which  took  a rather more critical line and  there  is no sign yet
that  this particular tide has turned. It is difficult to imagine  most  of the
aqademic historians currently working on the period being so studiously even-
handed.

ROSEMARY  HORROX
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CROWN  AND  NOBILITY 1272-1461.  Anthony. Tuck.  1985. Fontana
Paperbacks, £4. 95. _ ‘ .. .  .

This book  IS, in Dr.  Tuck’s  own words, ‘above  all a political narrative, taking as
its main theme the relationship between the crow'n and the nobility 1n peace and
war from the accession of Edward  I  to the deposition of Henry VI.’ As  such, it
traces  the gradual change in  this  relationship as evidenced by the main
constitutional crises and upheavals of the time. -

The period  begins  with, on the one  hand, ‘a monarchy which enjoyed  a high
degree of authority throughout the realm and exercised  that  authority through
institutions which were in general amenable and subordinate to the royal will’
and, on the  other hand, ‘a  higher  nobility which .  .  .  sought  to  exercise political
influence directly over  the-king and his chief officers and ministers  .  .  .  The
nobility were  not.  .  .  a  governing-class,'and as  long as their interests were
respected, their advice  sought  on matters which touched their interests, and
their opinions on the work of the  king’s  advisers and ministers taken into
account  they expected  the  king and his ministers to discharge the routine
functions of government.

By the end of the period  ‘the  English monarchy was weaker m a number of
important respects  . .  . The financial resources which the crown could call upon
without-the  assent  of parliament were minimal.  .  .  and the principle  that
taxation  .  .  .  required the consent of parliament was firmly established by the
end of Edward  III’s reign.  The war in France .  .  .  gave  English kings great_
prestige and authority when they achieved .  .  .  notable victories.  .  .  but it
generated political  conflict  when  stalemate  or defeat was the  outcome'.  .  .
Furthermore, the unfortunate personalities of Edward 11, Richard II and Henry
VI, and the two depositions of the fourteenth century, damaged the standing of
the monarchy . . . The nobility’s  yeluctance  to remove an anointed king .  ..  .  was
not  absolute; once deposition had  been  employed for the first time in  1327  it
became the ultimate means by which an aristocratic faction could  makes  its will
prevail against  a  recalcitrant king.’

'  Such  is Dr.  Tuck’s theme, and he traces the.issues involved clearly and
thoroughly, against  the background of England's involvement in war; first at
home against the Welsh and  Scots  and later against France in the  Hundred
YearsNWar. He shows how the growth. in importance of  -  parliament, itself
.largely.  a  factor of the  crown’s  need for taxation, leads to the rise of the
Commons  as  a  political voice, and the  growing use of parliament by the nobility
in their demands on the crown, for example over the impeachment of royal
ministers. The  supplanting of Edward II and the deposition of Richard II,
brought  about  largely by the crown’s heavy reliance on personal favourites and
ministers deemed  [unacceptable  by the nobility, are key elements in the  changing
attitude  of the nobility to the position of the  king, and the claim to the  throne  by
the Duke of York  must  owe much to the precedent of 1327.

The  book  forms part of  a  series published by Fontana under the general
editorship of Professor Elton  with  the aim of reinterpreting familiar  and
unfamiliar aspects of  English  history. It is intended  that  there  be  a  pair of
volumes on  each  chronological period which will throw new light on the age in
question  by discussing it in relation to contrasting themes. Dr.  Tuck’s  volume is
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a  most useful  addition  to the series. It  gives  a  clear  and readable narrative of
events which will inform the general reader whilst stimulating those  who already
have some knowledge of the period. Dr.  Tuck  makes  good  use of contemporary
sources, especially chronicles, to indicate the opinions and attitudes of the time.
The main  text  ends with the Yorkist  victory at  Towton  in  March  1461, but  a
short Conclusion, along the lines of a postscript,  looks  briefly at the reign of
Edward IV and  touches  on Richard III and the accession of Henry VII.  There  is
an extremely useful Biographical Appendix of English dukes and earls and
clear, though somewhat sparse genealogical  tables.  The final chapter, ‘Lancaster
and York, 1435-61’, provides  a  readable account of the various factions and
alliances of the time. Dr.  Tuck  concludes that  ‘despite  Henry VI’s  manifest
personal inadequacy the powers inherent in the office of monarch  were  so
substantial and so little susceptible to long-term control by a  group of nobles,
that York  could  survive only by seeking to assume those powers for himself.’

'  SUSAN  A. J.  ATKIN

A VISUAL HISTORY  OF  COSTUME:  THE  FOURTEENTH  AND
FIFTEENTH CENTURIES.  Margaret  Scott.  1986. Batsford, London. £10.95.

This  book  is the firstvof  a  series of  six, which is intended as basic  reference
material on the history of  dress, particularly in England. While it is
comparatively easy to find volumes on the costume of  these  centuries, it is rare
to find one based entirely on contemporary material, with  no modern line
drawings to illustrate any point.

A short introduction explains the sources and the problems in using both
pictorial and documentary source  material, such as difficulties in dating.
Margaret  Scott  points out that, in England, many of the  best  sources are
sculptures appearing on  tombs, since the three-dimensional  effect  is particularly
valuable when assessing the cut and ‘fall' of a garment. It is difficult, however, to
be certain of precise dates of  tomb  effigies, since  they may have  been
commissioned  before  the death of the  subject  or sometimes considerably after.
As a consequence the historian should beware of drawing definite conclusions
on fashion from  these.  Nonetheless, they are the  best  sources for English styles,
while continental information is mainly pictorial.

Miss  Scott  then explains what was meant by ‘high fashion’ in the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, including references to the influence of royal
brides and the amount of travel undertaken. An outline of the developments in
dress 1300-1500 suggests  that  the whole period contains some of the  most
fantastic fashions  ever  produced and  that, for the upper classes at  least, the
inconvenience of wearing them was very great.

The main part of the  book  is  devoted  to 150 illustrations, including eight
pages in colour. Two-thirds of these are from English sources, with  an
occasional incursion  into  Wales or Scotland. The remainder are from sources
just across the Channel, France, Burgundy and occasionally Germany.
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The English illustrations are to  a  large  extent  funerary (brasses and
effigies), while the European ones are pictorial (paintings and illuminations).
They are arranged in chronological order and each has  a  very full caption,
containing notes on points of historical interest and  a  detailed description of the
dress under the headings  ‘Head’, ‘Body’ and ‘Accessories’.  Though  the  vast
majority of the pictures are of the upper or middle classes, and  many must  be
considered ceremonial dress, within this limited sphere they provide an
entertaining variety, showing the development of styles and fashion over a
period of two centuries.  A  certain amount of jargon is unavoidable, but the
glossary at the end is very clear and explanatory, and fulfils  a  second function as
an index for those seeking particular items.

This  book is readable and informative and will be useful to  those  with  a
'  professional interest in the period, but it is also sufficiently attractive and well-

illustrated to give  pleasure  to those with little or no previous knowledge of the
costume of  this  colourful period.

ANNE  SMITH

THE  BOOK  OF THE  MEDIEVAL KNIGHT.  Stephen Turnbull. 1985. Arms
and Armour Press, London, £12.95. Crown, New York, $17.95.

Author Stephen Turnbull is an authority on the samurai warrior of Japan. Here
he traces the development of the knight from the Battle of Falkirk in  1298  to
Charles  VIII’s  invasion of Italy in  1498.  For all periods Turnbull includes family
trees, bright  flags  (including Richard’s ai Bosworth), colour photographs of
battlefields and castles and drawings of arms and armour. There are
photographs of the Bosworth Field  model, Richard’s well and  a  diagram of the
battle positions to help the narrative. Continuing after the  Battles  of Bosworth
Field and  Stoke, Turnbull  sees  the presence of  large  numbers of heavily armed
and  mounted knights  in Charles  VIII’s  army as the ‘final triumph' of the knight,
who lasted despite the changes in weapons and armour.

As the bibliography makes  clear, there are many other books covering this
subject.  This book’s  merits are the large and beautiful photographs and
drawings and an engaging narrative.

LAWRENCE L.  IRWIN
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Notices  of  Books  and  Articles

The following list consists of recent  books  and articles, mainly published in the
last  twelve months, although  earlier publications may be included. The
appearance of an  item  does not preclude its subsequent review.  Items  marked by
an asterisk are in the Society’s Library.

BOOKS

R. H. Britnell, Growth  and  Decline  in  Colchesler 1300-1525.  304 pages. 1986.
Cambridge University Press, £27.50.  -

Detailed  account  of all  aspects  of  this town’s history based  on  good  local records.
Particularly important  for  understanding the Essex  cloth;  trade  and industry.

Steven G. Ellis, Tudor  Ireland. Crown,  Community and the  Conflicts  of
Cultures, 1470-1603.  386 pages. 1985.  Longman, London, £8.95 (paperback).

Covers  the  Yorkist  period and  includes  a  discussion  of the  ‘Tudor  failure'.

Bernard  Guenée, States  and  Rulers  in  later Medieval  Europe.  Translated by
Juliet  Vale.  1985. Basil Blackwell, Oxford, £25.

Lucid  account  of the  later medieval state  1300-1500: ‘Intellectual Altitudes’, ‘The
Power  of the  State‘ and  ‘The State  and  Society'.  Appendix  on  historiographical debates
such  as  ‘When  did the  Middle  Ages end in  England?’ Extensive  bibliography.

Derek  Keene  and  Vanessa  A. Harding (editors), A  Survey of Documentary
Sources  for  Property Holding in  London before  the  Great Fire.  London Record
Society Publications, volume 22, 1986.  £12.

A very detailed  work  covering private  and  public collections  in  England  and the
United States  of America.  Introduction.

-  R. A.  Skelton  and P. D. A.  Harvey (editors), Local  Maps  and  Plans  from
Medieval  England.  Illustrated.  [986.  Clarendon Press, Oxford, £235.

A  major  study of  medieval cartography with reproductions  of all  local  maps dated
before  l50l.

K. F. Stevens and T. E. Olding (editors), The  Brokage Books  of Southampton,
1477-78  and  1527-28.  Southampton Records Series, volume  28, 1986.
Southampton  University Press.  Paperback.  £14.

Records  of the  overland trade  of  Southampton; no  comparative records  exist  for

any other  English town  of  this  perigd.  The  accounts  of the  Bargate  broker  covering the
tolls  exacted  on  commodities entering and  leaving the  town.  Earlier  brokage books  of

l439-40  and  1443-44  have been published.
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ARTICLES
Lorraine C.  Attreed, Medieval Bureaucracy and  York's  Fee Farm during the
Fifteenth Century, York  Historian,  volume  6, 1985, pages  24-31.

The  concessions  made  to  York  by Richard III in  1483  and the  subsequent
bureaucratic complications  that  hampered their implementation!

Cecil H.  Clough, Sir Gilbert  Talbot, K.G., and  Raphael's  Washington  ‘St.
George’, Report  of the  Society of the  Friends  of St.  Georgeis' and the
Descendants  of the  Knights  of the  Garter,  volume 6, number 6, 1984-5, pages
242-254.

The  Tudor career  of one of the men who  fought  at  Bosworth  for Henry VII.  The
story in particular of his  1504  mission to  Rome  to  invest  the Duke of  Urbino  as  a Knight
of the Garter. It is  argued that  the  Duke  presented him with Raphael’s  ‘St. George‘ in
appreciation.

Steven Ellis, Crown, Community and Government in the English Territories,
1450-1575, History,  volume 71, number  232, June  1986, pages 187-204.

Includes  some  discussion of the  North/ South  divide in  England,  but  deals  mainly
with  Ireland.

Eric Gee, The Topography of Altars, Chantries and Shrines in York Minister,
The  Antiquaries Journal,  volume 64, 1984, pages  337-350.

Over  forty chantries and  approximately thirty altars  are plotted and sited.  Mostly of
ecclesiastical  foundation. Plan;  list.

John Hatchet, Mortality in the Fifteenth Century: Some New Evidence,
Economic History Review,  2nd series, volume 39, 1986,  pages 19-38.

Review of  past work  on medieval population and the  subject‘s  sparse and
intractable  data. The  author's  new  study of the  community of the priory of Christ
Church Canterbury, 1395-1505,  where  the records are detailed, even to  providing some
medical  diagnosis  of  causes  of  death,  is set alongside the  other  data,  in so far as  that  is
possible.  Demands  more  particular studies of groups of which records survive.

R. H. Helmholz, Usury and the Medieval English Church Courts, Speculum.
volume 61, 1986, pages  364-380.

The  prosecution  of living usurers  rested  with  the  church  in medieval England.
Canon  law was severe but  related  only to  loans (mutuum);  it did include  ‘cloaked‘ usury.
Historians  have  tended to  think  the law was ignored.  Most  of the  cases found  in the
church courts  are  criminal  prosecutions, the overall  numbers being small.  Manor,
borough  and particularly the  City of  London  courts  prosecuted usurers  though  the  royal
courts did not. The  cases brought  show  that  law and  practice corresponded.  Only loans
at  'immoderate’ interest  seem  to  have  been prosecuted  and  this  agrees  with canon  law
texts  and  continental  practice. The church  courts  rarely attacked  large lenders, but  this
picture might  be altered if the London  church court records  had survived. Procedure
allowed considerable  mitigation  of the  law’s  forces.  Post Reformation  legislation on
usury built upon medieval  practice.

Peter  Iver Kaufman, Polydore  Vergil  and the Strange Disappearance of
Christopher Urswick, Sixteenth Century Journal, volume 17, 1986, pages 69-85.

Urswick  was an important  Tudor  agent  in the plots to  place  Henry Tudor  on the

345



throne.  Once a  friend of Polydore  Vergil  his  involvement  in ecclesiaétical  debates  undef
Henry VIII made  it prudent for  Vergil  to  curtail  mention of him in  Anglica  Historia.

G. A. Lester, Unedited Middle English Prose in Rylands Manuscripts,  Bulletin
of the  John Rylands Library,  volume 68,  1985, pages 136-160.

Supplementary to the  Index  of Middle English Prose  which  will  record  all  extant
texts  composed  c.  [ZOO-c.1500, and in particular  Lester‘s  Handlist  of Manuscripts
containing Middle English Prose  in the  John Rylands  University  Library  and  Chetham  ’3
Library, Manchester,  Woodbridge  1985.

Includes  transcriptions of  selected  texts,  e.g.  ‘The Seven  Gifts of the Holy Ghost’,
‘The  Duties of  AKnighlhood‘.

Nigel Ramsay, Retained Legal  Counsel,  c.1275-c.l475,  Transactions  of the
Royal Historical  Society,  1985, pages 95-112.

The annual payments of  money to lawyers by institutions  and individuals,  a  prudent
means  of  ensuring advice when  required. These  were small  payments,  compared  to the
overall  costs of litigation and did not necessarily mean  that  the lawyer  became  one of the
payer’s  council. The rise of the solicitor and the  attorney  general.

Janice  Gordon Richter, Education and association: the bureaucrat in the reign
of Henry VI,  Journal  of Medieval  History,  volume 12,  1986,  pages 81-96.

The  personnel  of the  Chancery and privy  seal 1422-61  are  examined  to  show their
education  and their personal  contributions  to learning. How  they  functioned as
bureaucrats and  developed  their  bureaucracy.

A. G. Rosser, The  Essence  of Medieval Urban Communities: the  Vill  of
Westminster, 1200-1540, Transactions  of the  Royal Historical Society,  1984,
pages 91-112.

How the  local community of Westminster existed and governed itself in the  shadows
of its lord, the  Abbey of Westminster, its  neighbour,  the  City of  London,  as well as  those
of the Palace and all the  royal government  departments.

Retha M. Warnicke, The physical deformities of Anne Boleyn and Richard III:
myth  and reality, Parergon: Bulletin  of the  Australian  and New  Zealand
Association  for  Medieval  and  Renaissance  Studies,  new series, number 4, 1986,
pages 135-153.

A  detailed account  of why and how Richard III and  Anne Boleyn  were  given
physical deformities. The  comparison  of the two  cases  reinforces disbelief in any
deformity of either person.“I

Roger Warwick, Anne Mowbray:  skeletal  remains of  a  medieval child, London
Archaeologist.  volume 5, number 7, 1986, pages 176-179.

The  anatomist's  report of the 1965  examination  of the  skeleton  of  Anne Mowbray, '
Duchess  of Norfolk and York, died  1481.‘

THESES

C. E. Arnold, A  Political  Study of the  West  Riding of Yorkshire, 1437-1509.
Manchester University, Ph.D., 1984.

R. J. Walsh, Charles the  Bold, last  Valois  Duke of Burgundy,  1467-77,  and
Italy. Hull University, Ph.D., 1977.
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her Ph.D., a  study of the  Bigod  Earls of Norfolk, in 1980. She works for the
Univer_sity of York as Deputy Registrar.  ' .

Michael  A.  Hicks.  Lecturer in  History at King Alfred’s Coliege;
Winchester.  Author  of  False, Fleeting, Perjur’d Clarence  and several articles on
late fifteenth  century English History. . -  . ‘

Rosemary E.  Horrox.  Co-editor of the  Society's  edition of  British Library
MSS.  433. .

Lawrence  L.  Irwin  is Director of Technical Services at Alumni Memorial
Library, St.  Mary’s  College, Orchard  Lake, Michigan. .

Priscilla Metcalf.  Author of- The  Halls  of the  Fishmongers’ Company
(1977) and with Sir  Nikolaus  Pevsner, The  Cathedrals  of England  (1985).
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its  Sales  Officer. A history teacher in  a  senior  school.

Livia  Visser-Fuchs  has  just  finished an MA. thesis on the short version of
The  Arrivall.

Lesley Wynn-Davies  teaches  Latin for her living. She is compiling an
Itinerary of Richard as  Duke  of  Gloucester  for the  Society, and has  begun  a
PhD.  thesis on fifteenth century Buckinghamshire.
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Contributions  to the  Ricardian. ,

These  are  welcomed  on any subject  relevant to the aims of the Society.  These  may be

illustrated  by photographs (glossy prints  showing good  contrast) or by line dgawings.
All' contributions, including letters  must  be  typewritten, with  double  spacing and
adequate  margins, on one side of the  paper  only. Permission  must  be  obtained  for the
use of  copyright  materia}, but  this  is not usually necessary for  short quotes.  References
and  footnotes  must  be  given  in one  sequence  at the end of the article. Details  need  not
be  given  in full for  second  and  subsequent references  to the same  source. They must
take  a  form similar to the following examples:

R.  Horrox  and P. W.  Hammond  l(eds. ), British Library Manuscript  433 (4 vols.
Upminstcr and  London 1979-83), vol.l ,pp. 45-6.

Daniel Williams, The hastily drawn up will of William  Catesby Esquire, 25  August
1485, Leicestershire Archaeological  and  Historical  Society Transactions,  vol.  51 (1975-6),
p.48.

Anyone  interested in  taking display advertisement space—full, half  or quarter
page—or in  placing an  insert should contact  the Editor. (Classified  advertisements
should  be sent to the  Editor  of the  Bulletin).

Contributions  for the March  1987  Ricardian  must reach Anne Sutton, 17 Enfield

Cloisters, Fanshaw  Street, London  N1  6LD, by, January 30. Articles  should  be  sent  well in
advance.
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RICHARD III:
CROWN  AND  PEOPLE

Edited James Petre

A collection of the  most  useful and interesting articles  that
appeared in The  Ricardian  from 1975 to 1981. Many of them

have been revised and extended in the light of recent research.
Subjects include an edition of the Chancery warrants 1483-5, the
administration of justice by Richard  111, North, South and
Richard III, the  King’s  relations with Oxford, Gloucester and
Southwark, Richard’s illegitimate children, the transmission of

the news of the Tudor landing in 1485, the pre-contract, John
Howard as ‘murderer’ of the Princes, biographies of William

Colyngbourne, John Harcourt, Sir Robert Percy and many
other contemporaries.

Illustrated (15  plates, 2  in colour). 462 pages.

Special  price  to  Members  £14.50, including p. & p., from Miss
A. Smith, 14 Lincoln Road, Guildford, Surrey GU2 6TJ.

Cheques to be payable to Richard 111 Society.

£25, including p. & p. to  Non-Members, from Alan  Sutton
Publishing Ltd., 30 Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 lHG.
Cheques to be payable to Alan  Sutton  Publishing Ltd.


